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The Hearn Family in the Ruislip Censuses of 1891 and 1901 
by  Jessica Eastwood 

 

 This article follows on from ‘The Hearns a 
family settling down in Ruislip’ which appeared 
the 2011 Journal. 
 In 1861 a large family from rural Bucking-
hamshire* moved to Ruislip and settled down      
in a cottage and a caravan in Tile Kilns and            
St Catherine’s, Ruislip. I followed the bare bones 
of their lives through the censuses of 1871 and 
1881. Now I take up the story as revealed in the 

censuses of 1891 and 1901 with some additional 
information from the Register of Births Marriages 
and Deaths. I shall concentrate on the Hearn 
family still living in Ruislip, though other family 
members had moved to neighbouring Boroughs. 
 Of the original couple Mark and Lucy Hearn 
there is no record in the 1891 census and I have 
not been able to trace them in the Registry of 
Deaths. 

 

The 1891 Census 
At Ruislip Common, in a cottage :- 
 

Name Relationship to Head Age Occupation Birthplace 

Mercy Hearn 
Walter Buckland 

Head 
Nephew 

51 
21 

Woodchopper 
General labourer 

Mill End, Berks 
Ruislip 

 

       Mercy Hearn was one of the original Hearn family who appeared in the 1861 census.  
       Her nephew was the son of her sister Leanda who had moved to Harmondsworth  
       before the 1881 census. 
 

At Ruislip Common were her brother and his family :-        
  

Name Relationship to Head Age Occupation Birthplace 

Emmanuel Hearn 
Cinementa 
Mirennay 
Brittannia 
Amy 
Methusalah 
Bertie 
Hannah 

Head  
Wife 
Daughter 
Daughter 
Daughter 
Son 
Son  
Daughter 
 

56 
45 
23 
19 
16 
13 
11 
7 

General labourer 
 
Woodchopper 
Woodchopper 
Woodchopper 
Woodchopper 
Scholar 
Scholar 

Rickmansworth 
Stokenchurch 
Ruislip 
Ruislip 
Ruislip  
Ruislip 
Ruislip 
Ruislip 
 

 

       Emmanuel, Mercy’s eldest brother and his family have now left the travelling van which had 
       been parked in Harefield Rd in 1881, and are now living in a cottage. His two eldest children  
       Mary and Joseph are not shown on the census and I was unable to trace them. 
       The girls and Methusalah are all working as woodchoppers as was their Aunt Mercy. This could  
       be a family business where they are chopping wood, tying it in bundles and selling it door to door. 
       At Ruislip Common, next door but one to Emmanuel, lived his sister Abigail and her husband.  
 
The census entry shows :- 
 

 

Name Relationship to Head  Age Occupation Birthplace 

Joseph Bowden 
Abby Bowden 
           née Hearn 

Head 
Wife  

40 
34 

Agricultural labourer Ruislip 
West End, 
               Middx. 
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In Reservoir Lane, Ruislip Common lived :- 
 

 

 

 Samson Hearn must have died before the 
1891 census, leaving his widow Rice [Richender] 
as head of the family. 
 Richender Hearn [daughter] married Henry 
Lavender in the spring of 1889 and Henry J 
Lavender was their baby son. However Henry 
Lavender is not on the census with the Hearn 
family. I am unsure what the comment ‘living on 
her means’ implied.  

 Mercy was still unmarried and was living 
near her siblings. Four of the children named in 
the 1861 census are still resident in Ruislip with 
Leanda in Harmondsworth and Mullender in 
Harrow. I have not been able to trace Josiah.  
The Ruislip Hearns still remain clustered together. 
 By the time of the next census things have 
changed for the Hearn family. 

 
 

1901 Census 
       There are two Hearn families living in the Old Workhouse at Ruislip Common, 
       which had been converted into six tenements. 
 

They are :-   

 

 

        Joseph Hearn was the eldest son of Emmanuel Hearn.  
        Thus the third generation of the family now appear in the Ruislip census as Head of Household,  
 and this is the first generation to be born in Ruislip. 
 

Also living in the Old Workhouse were :- 
    

 

 

        Hannah Hearn was the daughter of Emmanuel Hearn; Walter was Leanda’s son, who in the  
        1891 census had been living with Mercy Hearn-Abigail’s sister. 
 

Name Relationship to Head  Age Occupation Birthplace 

Rice Hearn-widow 
Richender Lavender 
John  
Thomas 
Norris 
Luke 
Henry J Lavender                     

Head 
Daughter 
Son 
Son 
Son 
Son 
Grandson 

55 
25 
21 
19 
14 
12 
1 

Pedlar 
Living on her means 
General labourer 
General labourer 
General labourer 

St Mary’s, Kent 
Ruislip 
St Mary’s, Kent 
Ruislip 
West Bedford 
Ruislip 
Ruislip 

Name Relationship to Head  Age Occupation Birthplace 

Joseph Hearn 
Harriet  
Elizabeth                                   

Head  
Wife  
Daughter          

33 
25 
2 

Navvy  Ruislip 
Newington 
Ruislip 

Name Relationship to Head  Age Occupation Birthplace 

Abby Bowden 
               née Hearn 
Hannah Hearn 
Walter Buckland 
Charles Brown 

Head 
 
Niece 
Nephew 
Boarder 

50 
 

17 
27 
30 

Widow 
 
 
Navvy 
Navvy 

West End, 
               Middx. 
Ruislip 
Ruislip 
Watford 
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At Reservoir Lane, Ruislip Common in the same cottage as they were living in at 1891 Census were :- 
 

 

 This census document is interesting in that 
the original entry in the occupation column for 
Thomas Norris and Luke was railway labourer. 
This has been crossed out and agricultural 
labourer [Ag-lab] written on top. It may be 
assumed that they had worked as casual 
labourers on one of the railways which were 
being built across this part of Middlesex in the 
1900s, but on completion of the line they went 
back to working on the land. Bertie and his 

cousins Joseph and Walter are described as 
navvies, and would have worked as skilled 
construction labourers. 
 Little Henry J. Lavender died in the winter 
of 1892 aged 2. His father Henry Lavender seems 
to have returned to his parents’ home. 
 Bertie was Emmanuel and Cinementa’s son, 
and was now living with his Aunt’s family. 
Cinementa died in autumn 1894 according to the 
Register of Deaths.  

 

At Ruislip Common there was a fourth Hearn family :- 
   

  

 John was Samson Hearn’s eldest son and 
grandson of the original settlers. 
 In previous censuses his birthplace was 
given as St Mary’s Kent not Ruislip. His work as a 
sewage labourer like the railway navvies reminds 
us of the many public works being undertaken at 
this time and offering alternative work to 
agricultural labourers. 
 Of the other children of Emmanuel and 
Cinementa I have only been able to find 
unconfirmed traces in the Birth Marriages and 
Death Registers. 
 A Brittania Hearn was married in the 
summer of 1896 at Bromley in Kent. This could be 
Emmanuel’s  daughter.  An  Amy  Hearn  married  

in the summer of 1900 at Brentford, but Amy is a 
common name and there is no evidence that this 
was Emmanuel’s daughter. Of Mirance and 
Methusalah there is no trace. Methusalah could 
have changed his name. 
 A Mary Ann Hearn died in 1887 in the 
Uxbridge area. This could be Emmanuel’s second 
daughter who was aged 16 in the 1881 census and 
who does not appear in the 1891 census. 
 Mullender Hearn and family were now 
living in St John’s Parish, Wembley and his 
occupation is given as Sexton’s help assumedly 
digging graves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name Relationship to Head  Age Occupation Birthplace 

Rice 
Richender Lavender 
                   [Hearn] 
Thomas 
Norris 
Luke 
Bertie 

Head 
Daughter 
 
Son 
Son 
Son 
Nephew 

60 
35 
 

28 
23 
20 
22 

 
 
 
Railway-lab/Ag-lab 
Railway-lab/Ag-lab 
Railway-lab/Ag-lab 
Navvy 

St Mary’s Kent 
Ruislip 
 
St Mary’s Kent 
Ruislip 
West Bedford 
Ruislip 

Name Relationship to Head  Age Occupation Birthplace 

John Hearn 
Leander 
Charles 
Phoebe 

Head  
Wife 
Son 
Daughter 

32 
29 
5 
3 

labourer/sewage work                Ruislip 
London 
Northwood 
Ruislip 
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 I intend to continue with the research into 
this family in the 1911 census, and attempt to tie 
up loose ends by further research in the Births 
Marriages and Deaths Registers. 
  
 *However I have now received further 
information concerning the birthplaces of Mark 
and Lucy Hearn. In the 1861 census Mark Hearn 

gave his birthplace as Harwich and that of his 
wife Lucy as Towsey; neither place was on the 
map. The fresh information, from Sylvia Ladyman 
who was born in Buckinghamshire and knows the 
area well, is that the entries should have been 
Hardwick, a village four miles north of Aylesbury 
and Towersey, a village now one mile west of the 
Buckinghamshire Oxfordshire boundary. 

 

Sources 

1891 Census of England and Wales 
1901 Census of England and Wales 
Births, Marriages and Deaths Register 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Old Workhouse, Ruislip Common, built in 1789. 
A private house since the 1920s 

  


